
There are some leaders �n h�story whose act�ons shape 
not only the�r era but also the centur�es to come.

Mehmed the Conqueror �s at the forefront of these 
leaders. Com�ng to the throne at a young age, th�s ruler 
conquered not only lands but also �deas, serv�ng as an 
example of strategy and v�s�on that �nsp�res bus�ness 
leaders even today.

A Ruler Who Mastered Seven Languages

Mehmed the Conqueror was not merely a warr�or. 
Fluent �n seven languages: Arab�c, Pers�an, Greek, Lat�n, 
Ital�an, Serb�an, and Turk�sh, th�s leader �nt�mately 
fam�l�ar�zed h�mself w�th d�verse cultures and 
establ�shed deep relat�onsh�ps w�th every soc�ety. Th�s �s 
a un�que example of the cr�t�cal �mportance of "cultural 
�ntell�gence" for managers seek�ng to be effect�ve �n 
�nternat�onal markets today.

The Arch�tect of Plann�ng and Pat�ent Strategy

The conquest of Istanbul d�d not occur overn�ght. Years 
of preparat�on, systemat�c �ntell�gence work, the 
psycholog�cal effects of the s�ege, and ult�mately, the 
land-based navy... Fat�h's success was based not only 
on m�l�tary m�ght but also on strateg�c plann�ng. Th�s 
approach perfectly al�gns w�th the concepts of 
"playmaker leadersh�p" and "proact�ve management" 

�n today's bus�ness world.

A Leader Open to Technology and Innovat�on

Recogn�z�ng the �nadequacy of class�cal warfare 
techn�ques, Mehmed the Conqueror collaborated w�th 
the Hungar�an eng�neer Urban to produce the most 
advanced cannons of the t�me. Th�s �n�t�at�ve �s an 
example of not only m�l�tary but also v�s�onary 
leadersh�p.

Just as compan�es that fa�l to �nvest �n technology �n 
today's world are left beh�nd, �f Mehmed had adhered 
to trad�t�onal methods, Istanbul m�ght not have been 
conquered.

Bu�ld�ng an Emp�re of Tolerance

Follow�ng the conquest, commun�t�es w�th d�fferent 
fa�ths, ethn�c �dent�t�es, and languages were granted a 
place to l�ve �n Istanbul. Jews, Greeks, and Armen�ans 
preserved the�r own places of worsh�p and soc�al 
structures, rega�n�ng the�r presence w�th�n the Ottoman 
Emp�re. Th�s approach �ncreased both the econom�c 
and soc�al dynam�sm of the mult�cultural structure.

A M�nd Th�rsty for Knowledge and the Arts

Mehmed the Conqueror �s notable not only for h�s 
conquests but also for h�s �ntellectual prowess. He read 
the works of ph�losophers such as Plato, Ar�stotle, and 
Herodotus and showed an �nterest �n Western 
ph�losophy.

Leadersh�p That Transcended Borders

Mehmed the Conqueror's m�nd wasn't l�m�ted to 
Anatol�a and Rumel�a. He dreamed of bu�ld�ng a 
c�v�l�zat�on that extended all the way to Rome. He 
declared h�mself "Kayser-� Rûm." Th�s wasn't just a 
pol�t�cal goal; �t was a symbol of �deals, v�s�on, and 
long-term th�nk�ng.

Conclus�on:

T�mes Change, Leadersh�p Rema�ns Un�versal

The l�fe of Mehmed the Conqueror �s a l�v�ng example 
that teaches modern bus�ness leaders to possess v�s�on, 
act w�th plann�ng, value d�vers�ty, be open to 
technology and �nnovat�on, and be armed w�th 
knowledge. H�s leadersh�p �s a compass not only for the 
past but also for the future.
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SOUTH AFRICA 
TRAVEL

South Afr�ca was a dest�nat�on I'd wanted to travel to for a long t�me. 
Because �t was far away and requ�red at least a week's t�me, I'd been 
putt�ng �t off for a long t�me. F�nally, s�nce the hol�day season hadn't 
fully opened yet, we made t�me for South Afr�ca, my 69th country, 
dur�ng E�d al-Adha.

I've also been rece�v�ng feedback for a long t�me that I travel a lot. My 
beloved gastroenterolog�st, Prof. Dr. Sa�t Bağcı, told me one day that 
he saw how much travel�ng nour�shed my soul. He also loved travel�ng, 
and that everyone should defin�tely have a hobby �n the�r da�ly l�ves. 
He adv�ses everyone to pursue art, sports, or someth�ng else that 
�nterests them. I cont�nue to travel thanks to the adv�ce of my fam�ly 
fr�end, a doctor who also conducts a Turk�sh Class�cal Mus�c cho�r.

ELİF TAMER MARADİT
MÜSİAD Ankara Board Member, 
Tamer Group Board Member

mus�adankara.org.tr 50
MÜSİAD ANKARA V�s�t to South Afr�ca



mus�adankara.org.tr 51
MÜSİAD ANKARA V�s�t to South Afr�ca

mus�adankara.org.tr 52
MÜSİAD ANKARA V�s�t to South Afr�ca

Is South Afr�ca Safe?

One person �s k�lled every hour �n 
Cape Town. In Johannesburg, one 
person �s k�lled every 22 m�nutes. 
That's why we chose to take a tour. 
We d�dn't exper�ence any safety 
�ssues anywhere the tour took us. 
We used Uber to go to places our 
gu�de recommended �n both c�t�es 
on our own and had no problems. 
However, South Afr�ca �s a place 
where robbery �s very common due 
to an unemployment rate of around 
40%, the problem of �llegal 
�mm�grat�on from ne�ghbor�ng 
Afr�can countr�es, the�r 
unemployment, and the 
unbalanced econom�c d�str�but�on 
between r�ch and poor.

In fact, South Afr�ca �s Afr�ca's most 
developed country and Afr�ca's 
"motherland," or Anatol�a, as we call 
�t. Because �t �s Afr�ca's most 
developed country �n terms of 
educat�on, healthcare, and 
urban�zat�on, and because Nelson 
Mandela embraced all of Afr�ca, �t �s 
a country where c�t�zens from all 
Afr�can countr�es have em�grated or 

I also see that bus�nesspeople all 
over the world have hobb�es. A 
bus�nessperson w�thout a hobby 
can't rel�eve stress, and the�r 
resources for self-suffic�ency are 
l�m�ted.
To benefit from our resources, we 
absolutely must open new avenues 
for ourselves. Furthermore, we must 
see the beauty our Alm�ghty 
Creator has created �n the world 
through the eyes of the world, be 
�nsp�red, and exam�ne �t, step 
outs�de our shells, and expand our 
global v�s�on.

After th�s �ntroduct�on, where I 
expla�ned the �mportance of travel, 
I'll finally beg�n to tell you about my 
tr�p to the Republ�c of South Afr�ca.

How to Get to South Afr�ca?

You can fly d�rectly from Istanbul to 
Cape Town and Johannesburg, the 
cap�tal of South Afr�ca, w�th Turk�sh 
A�rl�nes. You can also fly v�a Doha 
w�th Qatar A�rways. S�nce we were 
travel�ng on a tour, the tour 
company flew us v�a Doha w�th 
Qatar A�rways. We flew from Doha 
to Cape Town �n 10 hours.
From Johannesburg, we returned to 
Doha �n 8 hours. The journey from 
Doha to Istanbul takes 
approx�mately 3.5 hours.

South Afr�ca Route Plann�ng

A South Afr�ca tr�p can be planned 
as follows: Cape Town - 
Johannesburg - Sun 
C�ty/P�lanesberg Nat�onal Park - 
Johannesburg.

The domest�c fl�ght from Cape 
Town to Johannesburg takes 
approx�mately two hours.

The road tr�p from Johannesburg to 
Sun C�ty takes approx�mately three 
hours.

want to em�grate. However, 
�rregular m�grat�on, past rac�sm, 
and unbalanced econom�c 
d�str�but�on have made th�s country 
a country w�th a h�gh cr�me rate �n 
the last 10-15 years. In 
Johannesburg, the tour took us on a 
panoram�c tour from �ns�de the bus 
because the area was dangerous. 
Johannesburg also boasts one of 
the world's largest hosp�tals.

Our gu�de told us that the hosp�tal 
has over 4,000 beds and cons�sts of 
70 bu�ld�ngs. In other words, South 
Afr�ca �s a country that surpr�ses you 
�n every way. Moreover, 8% of �ts 
populat�on �s wh�te South Afr�cans.

1. Cape Town 

Cape Town was the most developed 
Afr�can c�ty I've ever seen. The best 
part about th�s c�ty �s that you can 
reach nature �n 15 m�nutes. And the 
world-famous Table Mounta�n �s 
unden�ably v�s�ble from every po�nt 
�n the c�ty. S�tuated on the seashore, 
w�th Table Mounta�n as �ts 
backdrop, th�s c�ty embraces you 

and mounta�neer�ng act�v�t�es, and 
enjoy the magn�ficent v�ews of Cep 
Town.

1.2. Cape of Good Hope

The Cape of Good Hope �s the 
southernmost po�nt of Cape Town. 
The l�ghthouse at the Cape of Good 
Hope has been a beacon for 
traders for years. It's a very w�ndy 
area, but the v�ews are truly 
beaut�ful.

1.3. Afr�can Pengu�ns

You've been wonder�ng �f there are 
pengu�ns �n Afr�ca, haven't you? 
There are only 2,000 of these plump 
pengu�ns left �n South Afr�ca.

Pengu�ns are protected. You can 
see the Afr�can pengu�ns at 
Boulders Beach wh�le v�s�t�ng the 
pengu�n park or on Boulder Beach.

1.4. Seal Island

Seal Island �s a small �sland �n Cape 
Town. You can reach th�s �sland by 
boat and observe the protected 
seals l�v�ng on Seal Island. They are 
truly magn�ficent!

1.5. Gold Restaurant

Get ready to enjoy a wonderful 
Afr�can n�ght w�th a 14-course 
tast�ng menu! Gold Restaurant 
offers a wonderful show featur�ng 
Afr�can dances. You should 
defin�tely v�s�t th�s restaurant, wh�ch 
guarantees you'll enjoy a w�de 
var�ety of d�shes, from ostr�ch to 
�mpala, accompan�ed by energet�c 
Afr�can mus�c and dance.

1.6. Waterfront

Waterfront �s a shopp�ng mall, 
home to �nternat�onal brands and 
del�ghtful restaurants. It's a safe 

w�th all the beauty of nature.

You find yourself �n an Afr�can 
country. You feel l�ke you're �n 
Amer�ca. It's a must-see c�ty. Every 
corner of the c�ty �s covered �n 
beaut�ful vegetat�on, an extens�on 
of Table Mounta�n Nat�onal Park, 
and the ent�re nat�onal park �s 
protected. The c�ty's natural flora �s 
sa�d to be the r�chest �n the world, 
home to thousands of plant spec�es.

1.1. Table Mounta�n

Table Mounta�n greets all Cape 
Town res�dents as they wake up 
each morn�ng. Clouds often 
descend over Table Mounta�n, and 
locals say �t's been covered aga�n. 
Table Mounta�n Nat�onal Park 
encompasses a vast area. All of the 
natural flora and w�ldl�fe are 
protected. If you're lucky, �f the cover 
has l�fted, you can take a fun�cular 
up Table Mounta�n and enjoy the 
v�ew. You can h�ke on Table 
Mounta�n, part�c�pate �n trekk�ng 

place �n Cape Town where you can 
d�ne and shop, and enjoy a seas�de 
restaurant w�th a v�ew of both the 
sea and Table Mounta�n.

2. Johannesburg

2.1. C�ty center tour

Johannesburg offers a completely 
d�fferent atmosphere than Cape 
Town. Yes, we see a very developed 
c�ty here.

However, unplanned m�grat�on and 
unemployment have led to very 
h�gh rates of extort�on and cr�me. 
Th�s �s why you have to explore 
Downtown for a panoram�c v�ew 
before even gett�ng off the bus. The 
c�ty boasts tour�st attract�ons where 
you can w�tness Nelson Mandela 
and the Dutch �nfluence.

2.2. Aparthe�d Museum

The Aparthe�d Museum �s one of the 
most �mpress�ve museums I've ever 
v�s�ted. Th�s �s the first t�me I've 
encountered the concept of rac�sm 
so closely. At the entrance of the 
museum, we were randomly T�ckets 
are prov�ded. My t�cket says "non-
wh�tes." Some people's t�ckets say 
"wh�tes.”

In other words, �t's a museum that 
tells the story of aparthe�d �n South 
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2.5. Monte Cas�no

Monte Cas�no �s a cas�no complex 
located �n Johannesburg. Th�s 
complex's spec�alty �sn't �ts cas�no, 
but �ts beaut�fully decorated �ndoor 
stud�os and numerous restaurants. 
It feels l�ke a m�n� Un�versal Stud�os. 
Add�t�onally, �ts exter�or boasts 
numerous enterta�nment centers 
and restaurants. Because 
soc�al�z�ng �n a safe env�ronment �s 
cruc�al for Johannesburg, �t's a 
great place to v�s�t.

2.6. Nelson Mandela Square

Nelson Mandela Square, wh�ch 
houses two shopp�ng malls and 
restaurants, �s a safe place to 
explore Johannesburg.

3. Sunc�ty

Sunc�ty �s a place for v�s�tors to 
South Afr�ca to relax and have fun 
after the�r safar�. Bu�lt as Afr�ca's 
largest construct�on project, �t 
hosted Queen El�zabeth and many 
Hollywood stars. It's a complex 
featur�ng a cas�no, hotels, a golf 
course, a world-famous wave pool, 
and a shopp�ng mall. It's a man-
made yet beaut�ful place where you 
can plan a two-day getaway dur�ng 
the spr�ng season.

Afr�ca, a per�od when �t was d�v�ded 
�nto wh�tes and non-wh�tes, and 
supports �t w�th photographs and 
documentar�es. I enter through the 
"Negro" entrance. Others enter 
through the "Wh�tes" entrance. The 
museum truly dep�cts the suffer�ng 
endured dur�ng aparthe�d. It's a 
must-see, and �f poss�ble, a must-
see w�th a local gu�de.

2.3. Gold Reef Gold M�ne

Gold m�nes are the pr�mary reason 
for the explo�tat�on of South Afr�ca, 
first by the Br�t�sh and then by the 
Dutch. Here, we v�s�t a gold m�ne 
that has been converted �nto a 
museum, now defunct. It was a 
un�que exper�ence for me, as �t was 
the first t�me I'd ever seen a gold 
m�ne. Furthermore, th�s m�ne 
conta�ns �ron, �n add�t�on to gold. 
Iron reserves �nterest me 
profess�onally, and my eyes sparkle.

2.4. Gold Reef Theme Park

Gold Reef Theme Park �s a beaut�ful 
theme park, featur�ng the 
Aparthe�d Museum, the Gold Reef 
Gold M�ne, and the Gold Reef 
Cas�no. Here, we can r�de roller 
coasters and exper�ence some 
adrenal�ne.

3.1. Sunc�ty Hotels

The Palace Hotel �s the reg�on's 
most luxur�ous hotel. The Palace 
Hotel has prev�ously hosted Queen 
El�zabeth and many other 
celebr�t�es. It boasts beaut�ful 
natural pools and elegant 
restaurants. It's truly a haven from 
parad�se! There are also several 
other hotel complexes w�th�n 5 
m�nutes of each other �n the area. 
You can stay at these hotels and 
enjoy the Sunc�ty complex.

4. Safar�

Now, let's get to the ma�n reason 
for th�s tr�p! We traveled to South 
Afr�ca to go on safar�
It truly was one of the most 
unforgettable exper�ences of my l�fe
I recommend �t to everyone. 
However, there are some essent�al 
�tems you should br�ng w�th you 
when go�ng on safar�. 

Th�s �s because safar�s generally 
take place �n the early morn�ng or 
late afternoon. An�mals usually 
come out to dr�nk or hunt when the 
weather �s cool. Th�s also means 
cooler weather for us. Therefore, �t's 
�mportant to dress �n layers when 
go�ng on safar� and wear neutral 
tones to avo�d spook�ng the 

then, suddenly, an elephant 
appeared �n front of our Jeep and 
came w�th�n 4-5 meters of us. Wh�le 
we were mesmer�zed by the 
elephant, a g�raffe appeared on our 
left and passed w�th�n 4-5 meters 
of us aga�n. Just as we dec�ded to 
cont�nue on, an �mpala spotted us 
and ran past our Jeep, away from 
us. It was truly �ncred�ble.

Our local and Turk�sh gu�des were 
both amazed. It was a true m�racle. 
Later, we saw t�gers, rh�nos, 
elephants, g�raffes, zebras, �mpalas, 
a spec�al k�nd of owl, deer, and 
gazelles. Go�ng on safar� to see 
them, try�ng to find them, 
rema�n�ng s�lent and watch�ng, and 
photograph�ng them were truly 
�ndescr�bable exper�ences. I'll save �t 
among the memor�es I'll never 
forget...

4.2. Safar�: L�on Park

S�nce we couldn't see any l�ons 
dur�ng the safar�, we went on safar� 
at the L�on Park, home to protected 
l�on and cat spec�es. Th�s t�me, we 
boarded a jeep enclosed by bars. 
We saw an�mals l�ke cheetahs, l�ons, 

an�mals. It's also �mportant to br�ng 
a hat and a shawl to protect 
aga�nst the w�nd. Most �mportantly, 
br�ng a fully charged cell phone or 
camera! The safar� lasts 3 hours, 
and I'm sure you'll capture some 
�ncred�ble photos!

4.1. P�lanesberg Nat�onal Park

The areas where safar�s take place 
�n South Afr�ca are called "Nat�onal 
Reserves" or "Game Reserves." 
These areas are declared natural 
areas and nat�onal parks. Hunt�ng 
�s proh�b�ted. You can go on safar� �n 
your own car or �n a chauffeured 
4x4 veh�cle. However, the key here �s 
for the safar� gu�de to gather 
�nformat�on and take you to areas 
where herds of five d�fferent an�mal 
spec�es, known as the "B�g F�ve," are 
found. P�lanesberg �s a vast 
Nat�onal Park, and �n three hours, 
we only explored the areas where 
we had rece�ved �ntell�gence. If we 
hadn't, we would have only seen 
one or two spec�es.

The first 15 m�nutes of our safar� 
were mag�cal. F�rst, we encountered 
gazelles, then a herd of rh�nos… 

wh�te l�ons, w�ld dogs, t�gers, and 
g�raffes. The an�mals were 
commonplace here, and wh�le �t 
wasn't a completely natural park, 
they were st�ll found �n vast, 
natural-look�ng areas, separated 
only by fences. The wh�te l�ons were 
defin�tely my favor�te! And the l�ons 
came r�ght up to our jeep; �t was 
truly �ncred�ble, just l�ke �n 
documentar�es!

4.3. Lesed� V�llage

Lesed� V�llage �s a mock Afr�can 
tr�bal v�llage on the way back from 
Sunc�ty to Johannesburg. There's a 
program here that �ncludes lunch, a 
v�llage tour, and dance 
performances. It felt art�fic�al to me, 
but �t offers a small gl�mpse �nto 
Afr�can culture.

F�nally, South Afr�ca was a dream 
country. I had a great t�me travel�ng 
and made some wonderful 
memor�es. I hope your next tr�p �s to 
South Afr�ca! Have a great tr�p!
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2.5. Monte Cas�no

Monte Cas�no �s a cas�no complex 
located �n Johannesburg. Th�s 
complex's spec�alty �sn't �ts cas�no, 
but �ts beaut�fully decorated �ndoor 
stud�os and numerous restaurants. 
It feels l�ke a m�n� Un�versal Stud�os. 
Add�t�onally, �ts exter�or boasts 
numerous enterta�nment centers 
and restaurants. Because 
soc�al�z�ng �n a safe env�ronment �s 
cruc�al for Johannesburg, �t's a 
great place to v�s�t.

2.6. Nelson Mandela Square

Nelson Mandela Square, wh�ch 
houses two shopp�ng malls and 
restaurants, �s a safe place to 
explore Johannesburg.

3. Sunc�ty

Sunc�ty �s a place for v�s�tors to 
South Afr�ca to relax and have fun 
after the�r safar�. Bu�lt as Afr�ca's 
largest construct�on project, �t 
hosted Queen El�zabeth and many 
Hollywood stars. It's a complex 
featur�ng a cas�no, hotels, a golf 
course, a world-famous wave pool, 
and a shopp�ng mall. It's a man-
made yet beaut�ful place where you 
can plan a two-day getaway dur�ng 
the spr�ng season.

Afr�ca, a per�od when �t was d�v�ded 
�nto wh�tes and non-wh�tes, and 
supports �t w�th photographs and 
documentar�es. I enter through the 
"Negro" entrance. Others enter 
through the "Wh�tes" entrance. The 
museum truly dep�cts the suffer�ng 
endured dur�ng aparthe�d. It's a 
must-see, and �f poss�ble, a must-
see w�th a local gu�de.

2.3. Gold Reef Gold M�ne

Gold m�nes are the pr�mary reason 
for the explo�tat�on of South Afr�ca, 
first by the Br�t�sh and then by the 
Dutch. Here, we v�s�t a gold m�ne 
that has been converted �nto a 
museum, now defunct. It was a 
un�que exper�ence for me, as �t was 
the first t�me I'd ever seen a gold 
m�ne. Furthermore, th�s m�ne 
conta�ns �ron, �n add�t�on to gold. 
Iron reserves �nterest me 
profess�onally, and my eyes sparkle.

2.4. Gold Reef Theme Park

Gold Reef Theme Park �s a beaut�ful 
theme park, featur�ng the 
Aparthe�d Museum, the Gold Reef 
Gold M�ne, and the Gold Reef 
Cas�no. Here, we can r�de roller 
coasters and exper�ence some 
adrenal�ne.

3.1. Sunc�ty Hotels

The Palace Hotel �s the reg�on's 
most luxur�ous hotel. The Palace 
Hotel has prev�ously hosted Queen 
El�zabeth and many other 
celebr�t�es. It boasts beaut�ful 
natural pools and elegant 
restaurants. It's truly a haven from 
parad�se! There are also several 
other hotel complexes w�th�n 5 
m�nutes of each other �n the area. 
You can stay at these hotels and 
enjoy the Sunc�ty complex.

4. Safar�

Now, let's get to the ma�n reason 
for th�s tr�p! We traveled to South 
Afr�ca to go on safar�
It truly was one of the most 
unforgettable exper�ences of my l�fe
I recommend �t to everyone. 
However, there are some essent�al 
�tems you should br�ng w�th you 
when go�ng on safar�. 

Th�s �s because safar�s generally 
take place �n the early morn�ng or 
late afternoon. An�mals usually 
come out to dr�nk or hunt when the 
weather �s cool. Th�s also means 
cooler weather for us. Therefore, �t's 
�mportant to dress �n layers when 
go�ng on safar� and wear neutral 
tones to avo�d spook�ng the 
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cont�nue on, an �mpala spotted us 
and ran past our Jeep, away from 
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elephants, g�raffes, zebras, �mpalas, 
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for the safar� gu�de to gather 
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where herds of five d�fferent an�mal 
spec�es, known as the "B�g F�ve," are 
found. P�lanesberg �s a vast 
Nat�onal Park, and �n three hours, 
we only explored the areas where 
we had rece�ved �ntell�gence. If we 
hadn't, we would have only seen 
one or two spec�es.

The first 15 m�nutes of our safar� 
were mag�cal. F�rst, we encountered 
gazelles, then a herd of rh�nos… 

wh�te l�ons, w�ld dogs, t�gers, and 
g�raffes. The an�mals were 
commonplace here, and wh�le �t 
wasn't a completely natural park, 
they were st�ll found �n vast, 
natural-look�ng areas, separated 
only by fences. The wh�te l�ons were 
defin�tely my favor�te! And the l�ons 
came r�ght up to our jeep; �t was 
truly �ncred�ble, just l�ke �n 
documentar�es!

4.3. Lesed� V�llage

Lesed� V�llage �s a mock Afr�can 
tr�bal v�llage on the way back from 
Sunc�ty to Johannesburg. There's a 
program here that �ncludes lunch, a 
v�llage tour, and dance 
performances. It felt art�fic�al to me, 
but �t offers a small gl�mpse �nto 
Afr�can culture.

F�nally, South Afr�ca was a dream 
country. I had a great t�me travel�ng 
and made some wonderful 
memor�es. I hope your next tr�p �s to 
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